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BY ZARA CUTHBERTSON

Her kind and cheerful 
spirit, sense of humour, 
passion for  helping 
others, and lifetime of 
community service are 
among the traits fam-
ily and friends will best 
remember Colac’s Julie 
Holbery for.

Family and friends met to 
celebrate and share memo-
ries of Julie’s life on April 
23, after she died aged 68 on 
April 18 at Colac Hospital.

Julie was born in Croy-
don, Melbourne, and moved 
to Colac with her husband 
Stuart in 1977, the year 
of the Streatham-Cressy 
bushfires. 

Her generous nature 
shone through at her first 
Colac job at Claytons de-
partment store, where she 
served people who received 
vouchers for clothing after 
losing their belongings. She 
made sure no one felt poorly 
dressed. 

With no local family for 
support and a baby on the 
way, Julie sought out other 
nursing mothers and en-
couraged other young mums 

to join the Colac nursing 
mothers’ group. She needed 
a lot of help with her first-
born and knew firsthand 
what others were going 
through. 

Julie’s next job was with 
the City of Colac, where she 
was the first co-ordinator of 
the family day-care scheme, 
which placed children with 
suitable mothers to enable 
families to work and get 
things done at the ages 
when kindergartens were 
less available for some fami-
lies. 

While raising her three 
daughters, Julie studied for 
her journalism degree, and 
obtained a role with the 
Colac Otway Shire Council 
as a publicity officer. 

Julie’s life changed after 
her breast cancer diagnosis, 
when she took up a more re-
laxed role of correspondent 
and photographer for the 
Echo, a newspaper. 

She met lots of people 
and sought out women with 
breast cancer issues, so she 
could offer advice and share 
experiences. 

Julie’s mother came to 
aged care in Colac, which 
prompted her to become in-
volved with Do-Care, where 

she could co-ordinate visits 
to aged residents who could 
benefit from interactions 
with younger people. 

Julie also had experience 
being a passenger in Stu-
art’s cars, and seeing there 
were many learner drivers 
who had no one to do their 
driving practice with, she 
volunteered with the L2P 
scheme.

The use of a nice car and 
someone young to talk to 
was appealing; she could 
travel to Camperdown and 
Geelong to get her errands 
done, and had someone to 
travel with at the same time. 

Julie was also a beloved 
past president of the Colac 
Evening VIEW Club, and a 
member of book clubs and 
the Birregurra Garden Club. 
She had an active interest 
with the Art Deco Society 
and the National Trust. 

COVID put an unfor-
tunate end to Julie’s com-
munity duties, which also 
coincided with her most 
serious treatments. 

She is survived by her 
husband Stuart, sister Rose-
mary, daughters Sarah, 
Stephanie and Suzie, and 
her grandchildren, Lilian, 
Edward, Willow and Lucy.

A Great Ocean Road 
walking trail project to 
protect stunning Otways 
coastline has impressed 
judges in a Victorian 
design contest. 

The Tread Lightly modu-
lar boardwalk by design 
student Anthony Jorgen 
was a finalist in the 2021 
Victorian Premier’s Design 
Awards. 

The project aims to fu-
ture-proof and protect the 
natural beauty of the Great 
Ocean Road from exces-
sive tourist foot traffic, by 
creating immersive and 
meandering pathways that 
reduce impact on natural 
surroundings.

The modular boardwalk 
system avoids vegetation 
damage in delicate ecolo-
gies. 

Meanwhile, vegetation 

Colac and district road-
work jobs have had a 
boost as part of the State 
Government’s continued 
investment in repairing 
regional roads.

The Victorian Govern-
ment’s road maintenance 
blitz is helping to support 
the jobs of hundreds of 
south-west Victorian work-
ers and inject millions back 
into the region’s economy.

The government’s con-
tinued investment in re-
building and repairing the 
regional road network is di-
rectly supporting more than 
65 jobs across south-west 
Victoria, with the on-flow 
effect of supporting a fur-
ther 140 workers in other 
industries such as accom-
modation and hospitality.

The economic on-flows of 
the road maintenance blitz 
will also help to inject an 
estimated $27 million into 
the region’s economy, the 
government says.

The 2021-22 regional 
road maintenance blitz is 
delivering more than 165 
individual road mainte-
nance projects across south-
west Victoria, rebuilding, 
repairing and resurfacing 
more than 170 kilometres 
of the region’s roads.

“From Colac to Cast-
erton, we’re proud to be 
supporting southwestern 
Victorian workers and 
businesses as part of our 
continued investment in 
regional roads,” Member 
for Western Victoria Gayle 
Tierney said.

Roads projects 
boosting jobs

Praise for design of walkway

growth is supported under-
neath the boardwalk with 
open grating and an overall 
reduced footprint. 

Tread Lightly’s non-per-
manent anchoring system 

encourages pathways to 
be re-routed to allow for 
habitat regeneration while 
encouraging and sustaining 
tourism.

The project, which incor-

porated input from Colac 
Otway Shire Council and 
Surf Coast Shire Council, 
missed out on the win-
ners listed during a recent 
awards ceremony. 

RECOGNITION: The Tread Lightly walkway design was an awards fi nalist.

OBITUARY

Tireless helper 
had big impact

A FULL LIFE: Family, friends and the community will remember Colac’s Julie 
Holbery for her kindness and contribution to various Colac community groups.
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