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BY GRETA LANNEN

Colac Evening VIEW 
Club has highlighted the 
impact COVID-19 has 
had on community clubs, 
as they push through 
challenges that continue 
to hamper clubs and 
their events. 

Changing COVID-19 re-
strictions, lack of venues 
and loss of membership are 
impacting community and 
fundraising clubs across Co-
lac district, Colac Evening 
VIEW Club president Pam 
Brennan and club secretary 
Margaret Evans say.

They said the pandemic’s 
impact on the club had been 
difficult and would be ongo-
ing, as the club dealt with 
lingering effects. 

Constant lockdowns and 
restriction changes made 
it hard for the club to plan 
events for its 60 members, 
with a first-in best-dressed 
approach for event attend-
ees.

“We go in each month op-
timistic that we’ll be able to 
have a meeting and gather 
whatever the required num-
ber or limit is, to get going 
and then more times than 
not we’ve been unable to 
follow through with that 
unfortunately,” Pam said. 

“At times for some of the 
events we’ve had difficulty 
even getting the 10 or 20, so 
there’s still that hesitation 

from members to be out and 
about.”

Margaret said they ex-
pected to lose some mem-
bers due to age and COVID 
hesitancy, a challenge that 
many community clubs 
would be dealing with. 

It also poses a challenge 
for filling executive roles in 
the club. 

“You can’t invite new 
members and say ‘good 
you’re here now, do you 
want to be the secretary or 
treasurer?’,” Pam said. 

“You can’t just immedi-
ately step into an executive 
role without a little bit of 
background or experience 
about how the club works.” 

Venue options have also 
been a barrier for the club, 
Margaret and Pam said. 

“It’s getting the 10 people 
but it’s also getting the ven-
ue that can cater for those 
people,” Margaret said.

“The ongoing situation is 
to try and find venues for 
dinner meetings where they 
have enough staff that are 
fully vaccinated that can 
cater for us.”

Pam said Colac was in 
desperate need of venues 
that could cater for clubs 
like Evening VIEW. 

“We can’t afford to hire 
a hall because we’ve got no 
funds. I’m sure there’s other 
clubs in the same boat.”

Colac Evening VIEW 
Club supports the Smith 

BY JACOB TRAYNOR 

S a y  g o o d b y e  t o 
sketchy Great Ocean 
Road pedestrians – 
nearly 500 metres of 
washed away path 
at Apollo Bay will 
be back online early 
next month, authori-
ties say. 

It comes as work 
on a rock revetment 
along the foreshore is 
also close to complete, 
which will help shore 
up the dunes against 
pounding tides that 
have plagued the bay’s 
beaches in recent years. 

Considerable sec-
tions of the path washed 
away with erosion in 
April last year, forcing 
pedestrians to walk 
beside the Great Ocean 
Road, with authorities 
installing temporary 
safety measures in Oc-
tober 2020.

DEWLP and GOR-

Consultation is underway for 
planned new fuel breaks around 
bushfire-prone Otways commu-
nities.

Wye River, Separation Creek, Ken-
nett River and Forrest are among 
areas under assessment from Forest 
Fire Management Victoria to improve 
fire safety.

Strategic fuel brakes are land ar-
eas about 20 to 40 metres wide where 
authorities pare back or remove 
vegetation, to slow down potential 
fires and boost fire management like 
planned burning.

FFMVic said it would target ar-
eas near private property, transport 
routes and community assets like 

water and power infrastructure.
The authority said it would work 

with local councils, state agencies, 
emergency services and locals to pin-
point the best locations for the breaks, 
while preserving environmental and 
cultural values. 

“This work will improve the safety 
of our fire crews and boost their 
ability to fight, contain or reduce 
the impacts of bushfires on these 
communities. While no one action 
totally removes the risk, they will 
give us a better chance at defend-
ing property and important assets,” 
Deputy Chief Fire Officer Andrew 
Morrow said.

“It is a modification to a small part 

of the landscape that benefits and 
boosts safety for entire communities, 
and with the safe window to conduct 
planned burning getting smaller, 
practical, on-ground initiatives like 
this are vital.

“We’ll be seeking local input to 
ensure we leverage that invaluable 
knowledge to ensure the breaks are 
in the most effective locations and all 
values are considered.”

Authorities have previously cre-
ated fuel breaks for Great Ocean Road 
communities including Lorne.

Residents can see more infor-
mation and have their say on the 
planned breaks at the Engage Victo-
ria website.

PREPARATIONS: Fire authorities are seeking local input 
about the best location for planned fi re breaks in the Otways.

Vegetation removal for Otway town boundaries

NEARLY DONE: Authorities will reopen a section of Apollo Bay foreshore path early next month. The path washed away in April last year, pushing 
pedestrians to walking alongside the Great Ocean Road. Work is also continuing on a rock revetment along the shore.

CAPA are working to 
reinstate 475 metres 
of path late this month 
and confirmed the path 
would be open in early 
December. 

They said work on 
stage two of the fore-
shore protection pro-
ject was on track to 
finish by next month. 
It includes 630 metres 

of rock seawall north 
of Milford Street and 
a new groyne at the 
northern end. 

Authorities will do 
sand renourishing af-

ter construction to fill 
the space next to the 
structures and stop 
scouring of the beach 
to the north. 

“Foundations have 

been laid for the instal-
lation of two vehicle 
access ramps at the 
southern and northern 
sections,” an update 
said. 

Meanwhile, safety 
signs are in place at 
the groynes to warn 
walkers to stay off and 
planning for revegeta-
tion is underway.
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COVID hampers club events

Path on track to reopen after erosion repairs

Family Foundation – a 
national, independent chil-
dren’s charity helping dis-
advantaged Australians 
to get the most out of their 
education, so they can cre-
ate better futures for them-
selves. 

The club sponsors six 
students each year, costing 
$624 to sponsor a primary 

school student and $888 to 
sponsor a secondary stu-
dent for a year. 

Evening VIEW aims to 
raise about $4000 each 
year through events and 
fundraisers. 

Margaret and Pam said 
it was difficult to ask mem-
bers for donations when 
there were no events that 

they could attend, with so-
cial interaction a big part of 
the club, as well as support-
ing children’s education.

The club has worked to 
ensure social connection 
through COVID lockdowns 
and restrictions, and de-
spite the challenges the 
pandemic has thrown at 
them, Pam, Margaret and 

their fellow club members 
are hopeful and excited 
for the future of the club, 
with exciting ideas on the 
horizon. 

“We’ve had to adapt al-
most every month to keep 
the ball rolling, the momen-
tum going and keep people 
feeling that they belong,” 
Pam said.
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H O P E F U L :  C o l a c 
Evening VIEW Club 
secretary Margaret 
Evans and president 
Pam Brennan have 
h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 
impact of COVID on 
community clubs, 
impacting events, 
fundraising efforts, 
i n - p e r s o n  s o c i a l 
connection.


