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WELCOME
FROM THE CHAIR
Welcome to this new publication, VIEW
Issues.

WHY IS THIS
IMPORTANT
The ‘Voice of VIEW’ is an important
aspect of VIEW Clubs of Australia.
Through the national Resolution
process, we are able to collectively
identify and articulate issues that are
considered important for influencing
social change in Australia.
Resolutions help to promote and
raise awareness of VIEW amongst the
public, particularly communicating to
prospective members that we are a
“thinking” women’s organisation.
VIEW dedicate one resolution to
Education, Children and/or the
interests of Women. Many of these
resolutions have related to current
topical issues such as an equitable
education for all children, or
domestic violence, etc. At the same
time they reflect a strong, long term
commitment to social justice.

After almost 60 years, the vision of
VIEW’s founding members remains as
relevant as ever and it is through the
resolutions process, by working
together, that members bring about
real change at local and national level
on the issues that matter to them and
their communities.
It starts with you! VIEW empowers
women to identify and tackle issues
that matter to them and resolutions
come from the willingness of
members to get involved in a ‘hands
on’ way, from the outset, by proposing
and researching resolutions.
Members put forward issues that
matter to them, with the opportunity
for the entire organisation to learn
about, debate, and vote on the issues
proposed by their fellow members.
Actively participating in this process
adds a new dimension to your
membership.

5 March 2018 Patients in New South
Wales will be able to access medicinal
cannabis within days of a doctor
prescribing it, in what the federal
Health Minister says sets a national
benchmark.
Instead of both the Commonwealth
and NSW Health overseeing the
approvals, NSW will rely on a single
clinical assessment by the
Therapeutic Goods Administration
(TGA).

LATEST NEWS
REGARDING
MEDICINAL CANNABIS
Over the past few years, a number of
Australians have expressed interest
in the use of cannabis for medicinal
purposes. There have only been a
limited number of well-designed
clinical studies on medicinal cannabis
and so it is hard for some doctors to
find quality evidence to support
decisions to prescribe medicinal
cannabis.
The Commonwealth Department of
Health, in conjunction with state and
territory governments, has helped
coordinate the development of new
clinical guidance documents for
prescribers of medicinal cannabis
products for treating chemotherapyinduced nausea and vomiting,
epilepsy, multiple sclerosis, chronic
non-cancer pain and palliative care,
as well as an overview document.
Therapeutic Goods Administration
(TGA) Department of Health
(Australia) December 2017

Current regulations mean the
approval process through the states
and the TGA can take months.
"New South Wales is now the national
leader in the delivery of medicinal
cannabis.”In addition to presenting
Convention Resolution Debate
outcomes to Government and NGO’s
VIEW also makes submissions to
relevant bodies on issues which
relate to past resolutions.

THE ULTIMATE GOAL
OF VIEW
RESOLUTIONS IS TO
RAISE ISSUES OF
LOCAL AND
NATIONAL
IMPORTANCE THAT
MATTER TO WOMEN.

We have many members who
abstain from voting for
resolutions. Why do we allow this?
Use of the abstain option has become
increasingly used by VIEW club and
Convention attendees in the last few
years and it is worth considering why
someone might want to abstain from
a vote. Some common reasons are:

Does VIEW provide template
letters that we can send to our
local and federal politicians?
Template letters, information about
the specific resolution and guidelines
on how to approach your local
members, NGO’s, and other
community leaders to inform them of
the issues which are important to
members of VIEW are available to
clubs.
Contact your Zone or National
Councillor for more information.

Is it possible to have more
feedback on the outcome of
Resolutions?
Documentation is available through
your National Councillor, which shows
the ‘follow-up’ of Resolutions over the
past five years. This is updated on a
regular basis.

It may indicate ambivalence about
the motion, or even mild
disapproval that does not rise to
the level of active opposition.
It may indicate a position on a
matter which runs contrary to the
majority view. In that case, the
member may feel that it’s pointless
to vote, or perhaps not politically
expedient to do so.
It may indicate the member does
not feel adequately informed about
the issue.
By removing the option to abstain we
remove, for those who genuinely wish
to abstain, the opportunity to register
their “vote”. Even though the
abstaining member may accurately be
said to have “acquiesced in” or
“consented to” any resolution
reached, it remains their right to have
this option.
We have submitted a successful
resolution and now wish to lobby
our Local Member. Can we prepare
our own letters to send?
No! Clubs are encouraged to
participate in the whole resolution
process and are provided with
template letters, information about
the resolution, and guidelines on how
to approach their local members,
NGO’s, and other community leaders
to inform them of the issues which
are important to members of VIEW.
This process ensures consistent
language and messaging across all
correspondence.

Questions or Suggestions
for VIEW Issues
Email your questions or
suggestions for VIEW issues to
Resolutions Chairman Annette
Schlafrig at
annettekatherine24@gmail.com.

Key Dates
Submission due to National
Office Friday 30 November 2018.
Resolutions to Clubs - Mailout
Feb/March 2019

SELECTING YOUR
ISSUES FOR 2019
In determining the most
important issue please
consider the ‘what’ and the
‘how’What - you desire as the
outcome/s of your
motion, and
How - investigate the
necessary process to
achieve that outcome.
It is suggested that your
Club debate the topics
raised and hold a vote to
select the issue it sees as its
priority. You may consider
involving a local school in
this process – perhaps invite
a debating team to your
Club to conduct a debate on
your preferred topic.

