
 

ELLEN MILVERTON 
1st VIEW Club President  

There is very little recorded about the first V.I.E.W 
Club President, Mrs Ellen Milverton but it is known 
that in February 1960 she was part of a small 
group of women who met at the home of Mr & Mrs 
Doug Crozier at Balgowlah Heights, with the 
object of forming the very first V.I.E.W Club.  

On February 24th, 1960, at The Smith Family 
headquarters, the committee was sworn in by Mr 
G.K. Forbes, General Secretary with Ellen as the 
Inaugural President. Her energy and enthusiasm, 
however, provided the momentum which helped 
to create VIEW Clubs of Australia 

George Forbes, the General Secretary of The 
Smith Family, had seen the need for women to 
have a greater opportunity to participate in society 
and the potential for an organisation which 
allowed women from all walks of life to develop 

interests outside the home, providing friendship, 
education and mental stimulation. At the same 
time members would assist others less fortunate 
through their sponsor, The Smith Family  

He held an ambition for 
women to be better 
represented and to 
have a say in decisions 
being made by 
Commonwealth and 
State Governments.  

Within the first year, 26 
clubs were formed in 
Sydney. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                  

 

A STORY ABOUT FOUR PEOPLE 
This is a story about four people: Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. 

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was asked to do it. 

Everybody was sure Somebody would do it. 

Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. 

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job. 

Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realised that Everybody wouldn’t do it. 

Everybody blamed Somebody, when actually Nobody asked Anybody. 
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Jacqueline Keeling 
State President VIEW Clubs of Australia – 1964 to 1965 
Jacqueline Keeling took office on Monday 6 April 1964 at the first Changeover 
Luncheon at the Chevron Hilton Hotel at Potts Point. Her President’s theme for 
1964 was: ‘Education through Information’ and 1965 was ‘Education through 
Entertainment’ 
Jacqueline made quite a splash as State President by designating the month 
of September to be International Month and in her report given at the 1964 
Changeover Luncheon said “as State President I feel our most 
impressive achievement has been the instigation of International Month, and I 
must point out that our aim in this must be quite unique.” In the same address 
she also stated that “we are an organisation of women, but we are not feminists 

or cause fighters, and that is why we have attracted over 4000 members in such a short time. I say this 
before I tell you what our aim is for the coming year—VOICE. 
 

 

  
VIEW Finds Its Voice  
It was in September 1963 that the VIEW 
World Editorial stated:  
„… it is time for the movement as a 
whole to turn its attention to the ‘V’ – the 
Voice.  
This must apply to VIEW Club’s 
attitudes on important community issues 
as much as to other matters of policy.  
Since that time we have used our Voice 
to advocate not only for women and 
children but also as social advocates for 
the disadvantaged. 

 

Friendship is the inexpressible comfort of feeling safe with a person, having neither to weigh 
thoughts nor measure words. George Eliot 

VIEW Commandment #2 
Thou shalt not complain without due 

consultation with fellow members  

……did you hear about the enthusiastic prospective 
member who was quite convinced that V.I.E.W. 
Clubs were organized groups of people watching 
television. 

……and then there was the prospective new 
member who was very dubious about joining a 
V.I.E.W. Club. She had seen most of the views 
around Sydney anyway, and wouldn’t it be much 
better if they could all get together sometimes and 
have interesting personalities come and talk to them 
on a variety of subjects of general subjects! 


