
Whilst I just ‘stick’ plants in the ground I have to confess they do get well looked after by my

husband John who gives them a drink every couple of days!! 

 

As we say “everyone has a story” so maybe you have a story you can share about your garden,

what’s special or what you are growing or trying of grow.  And, don’t forget, if you know the

names of the plants pictured above you can send it into ‘Stay Connected’.  These can be sent to

National Office view@thesmithfamily.com.au along with other stories you might like to

contribute.

FRIENDSHIP
GARDEN

W R I T T E N  B Y  A N N E - L O U I S E  O ' C O N N O R

I have to confess that I am not a gardener, my idea is to ‘stick it’ in the ground and it will grow!! 

This I have done with many plants and, for some reason, it has worked.

There are parts in our garden which I call our ‘Friendship Garden’ as they are

plants or cuttings that have been given to us such as this yucca which was

given to us by my friend Fran, when I lived down at Shoalhaven Heads, NSW,

and who introduced me to VIEW, and transplanted when we moved to the

Hunter Valley.  The lovely white ground cover, which the bees and butterflies

love, was given to me by another VIEW friend, Lorraine.  It was originally only a

small plant but has, over the last three years continued to self-seed and now

covers the bank.  The ground cover on the drive was also given to me by a

friend in Shoalhaven Heads – just a small cutting which I stuck in the ground

when we moved here and look at it now!!

Don’t ask me what these plants are

called as I haven’t got a clue!! 

Maybe one of you can enlighten

me.  This also applies to the lovely

plant, another gift from a friend,

which was just stuck in the pot!! 

What I have done, over the years is

to cut the stems down as they

grow, stick them into the pot so I

now have this lovely pretty plant.

My favourite plant is the Diamantina Marbella, Costa del Sol

which my sister gave to me as a birthday present when she was

over from England a couple of years ago.  It is extra special as

both my grandmother and father retired to Spain and lived

near Marbella on the Costa del Sol so it really does have a very

special meaning.  It flowers all year round and is a constant

reminder of my family. 

And what else is growing my garden?  This amazing Lebanese cucumber

self-seeded and has already produced over 12 cucumbers which we have

shared with our friends.  Lots more cucumbers waiting to be picked!
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