
 

VIEW PERSONALITY 
Winifred Potts

Winifred Potts’ short stories in 

VIEW World over the years 

told tales, of outback and 

small town Australia peopled 

by dinkum Aussies – Beattie 

the pioneering battler whose 

symbol of survival was a red 

geranium, Syd the stuttering 

but acutely sensitive son of 

the town drunk were all VIEW 

World, Short Story Competition and Literary 

Award winners. She writes of the small town and 

country life she knows so well – the village 

"Comforts Fund Dance" with its sharp-eyed 

gossips, the volunteer fire brigade, the hospital 

ward – with deep sympathy and insight. 

Winifred was born in Dulwich Hill, Sydney where 

she trained as a nurse and later moved to the 

Mudgee area following her marriage.  

Early married life meant almost total isolation, with 

no power or phone and daughters educated 

almost entirely by correspondence. Later, with her 

family grown up and gone, Winifred joined VIEW 

like so many others, and found mental stimulation 

and new friendships. 

In the 1980’s Winifred published 18 of her stories 

in a compilation “Cry Loud" and donated $1 from 

the sale of each book to The Smith Family. 
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…………. did you know…………… 

Club activities can cover a wide range of experiences and 

enjoyment, but on the 3rd July, 1999, our National VIEW Day 

realised a huge clothing drive, involving every member of VIEW 

and each state.  As a result, Victoria provided underwear, South 

Australia socks, the ACT provided singlets, New South Wales T-

shirts, and Queensland provided baby clothes.  This National 

Day is an example of the extraordinary collaboration of our 

32,000 members, of their generosity and care for others, in 

organising such a large-scale effort for The Smith Family.   

Myra Armour 1999

WEEKLY NOSTALGIA BITES 



ABOUT VIEW MAGAZINE 

Since the publication of the first V.I.E.W. newsletter in September 1960, the 
magazine has undergone many changes in style, content and title. Originally 
called VIEW Points it was typed and copied in The Smith Family office. 

In September 1961 ROUNDABOUT WITH V.I.E.W. was produced. A smaller book-
like publication, “to give opportunity for clubs to publicise interesting activities and 
events and to keep members up to date and informed about VIEW Club ideas and 
programmes.” 

VIEWPOINT, appeared in about August 1962 with members asked to pay 1/- 
(10c.) per copy.  

In July 1963 V.I.E.W. WORLD was published and continued in the same format 
for two years. Then in 1965 the magazine became more compact but with more 
content and was produced quarterly, with colour introduced VIEW WORLD 
remained as the magazine for twenty-eight years continuing as a forum for the 
women to voice their opinions on many issues and to develop their literary skills 

In September 1991 the Spring Edition became Women’s View. It was larger in 
size and contained 40 pages.  

The name of the magazine again changed slightly in the Spring Edition of 1992 to WOMEN’S VIEW and in 
the Summer Edition 1997 to WOMEN’s VIEW.  

In 2000 the magazine again changed name to VIEW which remained until 2010, the 50th Anniversary of VIEW 
Clubs, when it became VIEW MATTERS and remains so today. 

 

COMPASSION 
When you go from this world of ours, will you leave behind regret? 

Or will you be one of those folk that others soon forget? 
Did you stretch out a helping hand to someone else in need? 

Or were your days so busy you had no time to heed? 
Did you smile across a room to a stranger sitting there? 
And help to brighten up a gloom and lighten a despair? 

For solitude can be so sad within a crowded place, 
as you look around quite desperately for one familiar face. 

If you have done some of these things, then you may lie content, 
for you’ve brought a little happiness and some time has been well spent. 

   
Betty de Saxe 

Pennant Hills VIEW Club 1993 


