
 

Most people in the street know 
Mr. Brown. 
He l ives in a smal l  br ick  
cot tage qui te alone s ince Mrs. 
Brown died f ive years ago. 
At f i rs t  everyone thought he 
would be lonely  but he kept 
h imself  so busy that he fel t  a lone only as 
night fe l l .  
His garden provides him with endless joy — 
every day br ings new discover ies. 
Pansies are showing their  br ight l i t t le  faces; 
snapdragons, forget-me-nots,  sweet a l ice, 
granny bonnets,  mar igolds turning towards 
the 
rays of the sun, roses beginning to bud, 
camel l ia b looms fading,  wai t ing to be t id ied 
up. 
Snip go his sc issors,  p ing his gardening 
fork ,  as i t  h i ts  a s tone. 
The many evergreen shrubs hold his specia l  
pr ide, their  leaves shiny and br ight as i f  
pol ished every day. 
He always cal ls  out a fr iendly greet ing to 
anyone passing by. Many a t i red young 
mother returning wi th her chi ldren from the 

bus s top nearby f inds hersel f  
ta lk ing to the old man, whi le 
he quick ly p icks a bunch of 
f lowers to grace the fami ly 's  
table. 
L ike al l  good gardeners, Mr.  
Brown owns a greenhouse. 

Hundreds of  potted plants  in var ious stages 
of growth, cut t ings in trays of  sand,  compost  
b ins,  fer t i l izers in the corner,  
everything requires his lov ing attent ion and 
demands his  t ime. 
He never enters a gardening compet i t ion, no 
matter  how often the president of  the 
Garden Club implores him to do so. “ l  am 
growing my f lowers and shrubs for  the sheer 
joy they give me and my many fr iends, not 
to win a pr ize” is  his constant  reply . 
How do l  know so much about Mr.  Brown? I 
have l ived next door for 40 years. 
We were marr ied last Saturday! 
 
Inga Krain Albury VIEW Club  
VIEW World 1982 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

                  

 

You have enriched my life and I would like you to know this. All of you who met my questioning smile, that 
first day, with an answering one. That first day I was very conscious of the noise. I know now that it was just 
your voices, voices greeting, people meeting, lots to say… but to a stranger who no-one knew …. it was 
bedlam. I left early after your warm welcome, I did not want to intrude, but as I attended more meetings I 
progressed from my low quiet profile to acceptance, warmth and friendship.  
My life has been enriched by you all  
These days when I walk into a crowded VIEW luncheon, I don’t hear noise. There is no noise at all, just 

friends greeting friends.  

VIEW World 1986 
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Myra Armour  

National President 1998- 1999 

In looking back across the last two years of the Twentieth Century, in 
reviewing my time with you as National President, I find myself describing the 
end of our journey with the same words with which I began, to outline who 
we were.  

As VIEW members we find the time to create by hand, treasures to sell; to ‘put 
our hands in our pockets’ to raise funds; to extend our hands in friendship 
and harmony; to work together as teams in our zones and areas.  As we ‘link 
hands’, we cooperate hand-in-hand with The Smith Family, which is ever-
ready to lend a hand to all. 

The highlight of my journey has been in meeting the women of VIEW, in your clubs, visiting your Gala 
Luncheons and sharing your ‘theme’ for the day.   

The journey begun ‘Hand in Hand’ progressed into ‘Friendship in Harmony’ as the VIEW women worked 

both individually and together, implementing ideas and complementing each other’s skills, while 

developing strong friendships.  We have had our moments of fun and laughter, as friends do, while 

working for a cause that is both positive and uniting.  The journey with Friendship well developed and 
a harmony in clubs throughout all the areas of VIEW.  
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My seven C’s for Living: 
1. Commitment – Avoiding commitment 

is avoiding life. 
2. Communication – It only takes one to 

start a conversation. 
3. Compromise – A solution is always 

possible if we can only keep an open 
mind. 

4. Confidence – is believing in your own 
ability. 

5. Choice – Do whatever you believe is 
best for you. Update your old skills. 

6. Change – Nothing stays the same 
forever; learn to go with the flow. 

7. Challenge – Accept any challenges 
that come your way for only by doing 
this will you continue to grow and 
become the person you wish to be. 
NVP Bub Herron. WOMEN’s VIEW 1995 

Our theme for 1983 will be “Getting to Know 
You”, so how about really getting to know 
the members of your Club and not just 
saying “Hullo, how are you” without 
listening to the answer. 

NP Eileen Crickett VIEW World 1982 

George Forbes and National 

President Fran Stevens cutting 

Balgowlah 20th birthday cake 1980 


