
 

VIEW PERSONALITY 
 

“A Voyage of Self Discovery 

I’d been involved ‘behind the scenes’ with Illawarra VIEW 

Club for some years prior to joining. My mother, Milita 

Houlahan, had been a member of Illawarra VIEW Club 

since 1973 and had spent a good many of those years on 

Committee. Mum had often enlisted my assistance with 

such things as printing place-cards, typing poems, etc., and 

modelling at fashion parades – I was much slimmer in those 

days!  Finally, with my family grown up and flown the nest, 

and at Mum’s urging, I became a member myself in 1994.  

Before I took that step, though, I distinctly remember telling 

Mum, “I’ll join on one condition – “that I don’t have to go on 

Committee.”  Talk about famous last words! 

I first ventured onto Committee in 1995. With a great deal 

of prompting and prodding and Mum’s assurances of her 

help, I reluctantly took on the position of Secretary, and the 

years since then have been a period of continuous self-

development.  I even acted as guest speaker for the club 

once, in the days when we were still meeting at the Masonic 

Club. My subject then was Family History Research, which 

is another passion of mine.  

With the encouragement and patient assistance of my son, 

Michael, and my husband, John, I embarked on a steep 

learning curve, entering the scary new world of technology 

and eventually took to doing all the club’s minutes, 

correspondence, and members’ records, etc., on the 

computer.  From there I ventured into other projects, e.g.: 

making books of my family history and Mum’s poetry; place 

cards, placards, greeting cards – how did I get by for so long 

without the use of a computer?   

My daughter, Leanne, has also been very supportive of my 

involvement with VIEW and even acted as guest speaker 

on one occasion, talking about her work with the Starlight 

Foundation. She’s also made several donations of 

decorations and items for raffle prizes. 

Having Mum and sister Lynne both being members of 

Illawarra VIEW as well has made VIEW a real ‘family affair’ 

and I’ve found great satisfaction and enjoyment in working 

with them. 

As well as the support of my family, I’ve also received a 

huge amount of support and encouragement from fellow 

VIEW Club members, both general members and 

committee members. I’ve worked with many different 

Committees over the years and I have nothing but praise 

for all of them. My admiration for the women of VIEW is 

boundless. Each and every one is a real inspiration and an 

excellent role model. 

Being a member of VIEW not only assists The Smith Family 

with its fund-raising objectives, thus supporting the 

underprivileged in the community, it benefits its members at 

the same time. The support and friendship we have for each 

other is unequalled.   

VIEW membership has certainly done a great deal for me 

personally. It’s broadened my horizons, expanded my 

knowledge, challenged my limitations, and given me a level 

of confidence I didn’t think I could achieve. Although I 

initially joined VIEW with some trepidation, it’s been a very 

rewarding experience and while I’m still not impervious to 

getting tongue-tied and making mistakes, at least I can 

laugh at myself now instead of retreating back into my shell 

like a giant turtle! Such is the power of VIEW!   

Sharyn” 

Sharyn Martin – joined Illawarra VIEW Club on 5th April 

1994 

 

 
 
 

                  

 

NOSTALGIA BITES 



 
Forward thinking article? 

Letters to the Editor — ‘YOUR SAY’ — June, 1970, 

VIEW WORD. 

I was very impressed by the article ‘A Never-Ending 

Cycle’ in the March edition and Moira Maguire’s 

remark ‘The impetus (to break the cycle of poverty) 

must come from the man and woman in the street.’ 

I began to realise how little the ‘Voice’ in V.I.E.W is 

heard. We may all contribute in our various ways to 

help others, but the only real influence we have in a 

democracy is through the vote. 

Surely 137 clubs all voting for higher widows’ 

pensions or more free kindergartens, can force 

lethargic politicians to attend to the thousand social 

questions which can never be solved by charitable 

groups such as ours. 

No social reform has ever been achieved by sitting 

back and shutting one’s eyes. 

 

We have another avenue to make ourselves heard. 

Our State Conference is, in my opinion, an exercise 

in futility. We discuss whether a comma should be 

inserted in paragraph A, -- whether we will ban those 

wretched crackers 

l would like to put some real meaning into the 

Conference by debating a social question. Perhaps 

the V.I.E.W Clubs could set up scholarships for 

children from poor homes. These would have to cover 

school expenses, clothing and, above all, a living 

allowance. 

Very few scholarships are awarded to lower High 

School and we could help here. If every member gave 

one dollar every year, we’d have a very reasonable 

fund. 

We might go on to establish a holiday house for 

mothers who otherwise would never have a holiday. 

There is so much more we can do at the Conference, 

fellow members, beside eat stale sandwiches and 

argue about the fireworks. 

Mrs. Peggy Rose, Wollongong Club. 

 

 
 

 

THROUGH A WINTER WINDOW 

Swift rush of wings as small birds flee the 

coming  

storm, 

Snow flakes pursue them. 

In glossy hedge of green and russet brown 

Bright berries in rich clusters nestle down. 

Against the wall, grey shadows, deepening 

shades 

and patterns form. 

Another day is done. 

As darkness fails, would you were here, 

To read with me this winter story. 

Gwen Colless 
Katoomba VIEW Club 
 


