
 

VIEW PERSONALITY 
 

 

Robin Pickford 

I am in my eighties, 
widowed, and now live in 
Bathurst NSW, which is 
closer to family although I 
still keep in touch with 
Wellington club members. 

I have always loved writing 
and still keep journals and 
diaries – using the 

computer, these days. 

In the 1970’s, when VIEW Clubs were formed in many 
small country towns, suddenly there was a 
connection to other women across Australia and 
publication of the VIEW magazine made it easy to 
communicate. 

My husband and I, with our four children, lived on our 
farming and grazing property near Wellington, NSW. 
Life on the land and raising four kids kept me 
occupied but it was not until I joined VIEW that I 
began writing stories and articles for my own interest.  

 
VIEW magazine advertised an annual Display Day, 
held in Sydney Town Hall, and Short Story writing was 
one of the many sections.  
 
In 1971, I submitted a couple of stories and to my 
amazement and delight, I won a First and a Third 
place. 
 
Encouraged by this success, I submitted articles to 
other magazines - Women's Weekly, Post and local 
newspapers and to the VIEW magazine, and they 
were published. I kept participating successfully in the 
Story writing competitions, and gained confidence in 
my writing ability. 
 
Holding a variety of positions on VIEW club 
committees has contributed enormously to my life, 
and has helped me develop assurance and 
confidence, as well as making valuable contacts and 
lifelong friendships. 
 
VIEW has made me Grow, and I am thankful for those 
VIEW years in my life, which still continue. 

 

From the archives 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIEW Club makes history 

The Echuca-Moama VIEW Club has made history 

by being the first intra state club in Australia. 

Members learnt this at the inaugural dinner at 

which guest speaker was the national president of 

VIEW Clubs of Australia, Myra Amour. The other 

speaker was Michael Bruce, general manager of 

The Smith Family - Victoria which VIEW supports. 

VIEW's theme for 1999 is Harmony in Friendship. 

Riverine Herald 28 April 1999 

                  

 

NOSTALGIA BITES 



GARDEN 
In my garden are no pansies or forget-me-nots 

Yet It is redolent of people and things I would like to remember. 

This clump of violets came from the old home at Kurrajong, 

These potted geraniums my mother bequeathed to me. 

Brenda gave me the oregano and Gwen the scented jasmine, 

 

Mavis the miniature red roses. 

I won the bromeliad in a raffle, 

The orchid he brought home after a night at the theatre. 

When I am no longer here to tend my garden Will the neighbours say: that place has gone to pot 

Since she left, that odd little woman in the large hat 

Who cared so much for life and living things? 

Bettina Cummins 

Berowra Evening VIEW Club 
 

V.I.E.W. POINTS 1960 

PROGRESS. 

V.I.E.W. Clubs have made wonderful progress since 

the formation of the first Club at the beginning of 

March this year," Since then, thirteen Clubs have 

been established - Balgowlah, Seaforth, Mosman, 

Strathfield, Hurstville (1) (2) & (3), Manly-

Warringah, Double Bay, Caringbah, Bondi, 

Chatswood & Ryde. 

Meetings will be held in the next few weeks to form 

Clubs in Parramatta, Randwick, Rockdale, Campsie, 

Bankstown, Kings Cross, Marrickville and Regents 

Park. 

If you have friends in other suburbs who are 

interested in becoming members of these new Clubs, 

Mrs. Betty Stephenson, at The Smith Family, would 

be very glad to give them further information. 

"Altogether, by mid-September there, will be 

twenty-one V.I.E.W. Clubs in the Metropolitan area, 

the achievements of such results in only six months, 

indicates that V.I.E.W. Clubs are fulfilling a long felt 

need in the Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know?..... 

In 1964 the incoming State President of VIEW, 

in her acceptance speech said: I would one day 

like to see ‘a woman in Cabinet, with a man’s 

portfolio, doing a job’ like a man, but with a 

woman’s touch. 

As a matter of fact, I don’t know how Sir Robert 

would take this, but I have been asked how we 

feel about a woman as Prime Minister of 

Australia. Well, time alone will tell . . . . . !! 

 

 

 
Narwee Club President and Secretary plant gum tree 

sapling outside Penshurst Library 1972. 


