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The Pledge    Grace 
I pledge to promote the interests of VIEW    O Lord Giver of all good 
To extend friendship to all    We thank Thee for our daily food 
And to help those in need    May VIEW Club Friends 

And VIEW Club ways 
Help to serve Thee all our days 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

12th Lyn Warren 

29th Marlies Nelson 

Marion 

 

 

                      

Angels 
 

AUGUST birthdays                                      
with our best wishes 

   

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

If we had no winter,               
the spring would not be 

so pleasant:                                       

if we did not sometimes 
taste adversity, 

prosperity would not be 
so welcome. Anne Bradstreet 

 

 

 

 

 

From Mandy 

 

 

Dear Marion VIEW Members, 

 Thank you for the support I have received in my role as Acting President. I would firstly like to 
thank former President Sylvia Varnas for her dedication and loyalty to VIEW, to our Learning 
for Life Students, and to The Smith Family. I would also like to thank Pauline Glover, Anne 
Strangway and Janice Spraakman for their thoughtful and supportive guidance to our 
Committee and me, as we entered a new phase. 
 
I cannot speak highly enough of your wonderful Committee. It has been a challenge with no  

Luncheons, and only a few Committee Meetings this year, to plan lunches, fund raising, outings and speakers. 
Many thanks to Shirley Ulmer who has arranged, then rearranged speakers. Shirley did a great job, and we have 
decided it’s best if we don’t have speakers for further lunches, in these uncertain times. It would also give 
members more time to chat and catch up, and shorten the meeting. Liz Thanissorn continues to brighten our lives 
with our Newsletters, full of members’ stories, inspiration and smiles.  
Janice, Marie and Elizabeth are looking at suitable venues, along with assistance from Club members Jill, Shirley 
and Jeanette. They are doing an amazing job! When we return, Vicki and Maggie will be your Covid-19 Marshals. 
Finally, my heartfelt thanks to our Members. Your kindness, generosity, caring support and friendship to others, 
have earned you the title of ‘Marion Angels’. 
How wonderful that our interest groups can still meet, for fun and friendship, hopefully into the future.  
My warmest thoughts are with those with family in Victoria and interstate. May your families stay safe, wherever 
they are. 
 
 

 

Although Covid-19 has affected us all, we look forward to reconnecting at our next Luncheon, hopefully in 
September.  
Stay safe and well until we meet again.                                                                                                                                     
Kindest regards, 
Mandy Perry Acting President 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
   

 
 
 
    
  

 

Over the last few weeks the Marion View Club’s 

Committee has been given wonderful support from 

our SA01 Zone Counsellor Pauline Glover and 

National Counsellors, Janice Spraakman and Anne 

Strangway.                                                                            

Their constructive advice, purposeful guidance and 

willingness to make themselves available to meet 

with us has been invaluable and much valued.                   

A VERY BIG THANK YOU. 

 

From SA01 Zone Counsellor 

Pauline Glover 

Good morning to all members of 
your club!  

What a time we are living in, 

unprecedented events that 

change day by day, 

disasters world wide and a very 

cold winter. In saying this we 

have a lot to be thankful for. 

We have each other, we have a 

roof over our heads and food 

in our bellies. Our 

children/grandchildren can 

attend school and we are all 

able to keep in contact with 

each other. The 

communication strategies that 

you have all used over the past 

4 months have been working 

well and show that you all care. 

As we start to meet again we 

need to follow the rules of the 

day. For smaller clubs getting 

back together face to face it 

may be a little easier, and for 

those that have already 

achieved this, well done. For 

those still waiting to go back 

be patient, it will happen.  

As your Zone Councillor I have 

been attending Development 

committee meetings (now face 

to face) and  Convention 

committee meetings 

(teleconference and Zoom). 

The Convention is coming 

together with the call to 

Convention material coming 

out later this year. For those of 

you who took up my savings 

challenge from Up and Away 

you should have $250.00 in 

your container. If you have 

never been to 

Convention,  2021 will be the 

year for you as it is in Adelaide. 

You will have fun, learn new 

things, form new friendships 

and learn more about what 

VIEW and the Smith Family do.  

If you are ever having a raffle I 

What a time we are living in, unprecedented events 
that change day by day, disasters world-wide and a 
very cold winter. In saying this we have a lot to be 
thankful for. We have each other, we have a roof over 
our heads and food in our bellies.                                                  
Our children/grandchildren can attend school and we 
are all able to keep in contact with each other.                     
The communication strategies that you have all used 
over the past 4 months have been working well and 
show that you all care.                                                                          
As we start to meet again we need to follow the rules 
of the day. For smaller clubs getting back together face 
to face it may be a little easier, and for those that have 
already achieved this, well done. For those still waiting 
to go back be patient, it will happen.  
As your Zone Councillor I have been attending   
Development committee meetings (now face to face) 
and  Convention committee meetings (teleconference 
and Zoom).                                                                                  
The Convention is coming together with the call to 
Convention material coming out later this year.          
For those of you who took up my savings challenge 
from Up, Up and Away, you should have $250.00 in 
your container.                                                                                       
If you have never been to Convention, 2021 will be the 
year for you as it is in Adelaide. You will have fun, learn 
new things, form new friendships and learn more 
about what VIEW and the Smith Family do.  
If you are ever having a raffle I have lots of the generic 
raffle books in my possession. Feel free to use these - 
just call me.  
I love getting your newsletters and reading what you 
are doing. Thank you to your newsletter editors and all 
the contributors.  
I hope to see you all soon as we are able to meet and if 
there are any issues that you have or would like 
addressed please feel free to contact me.  
Pauline Glover 
 

 
Minds are like parachutes – 

they only function when 

open.       Advertiser 6-8-20 

  

 

From Anne Strangways National Counsellor                                                                                                                                                                                         
Talking to members across SA clubs there are 

mixed feelings among reconvening. 

Some members can't wait to meet up again while 

others are anxious about venturing out at this 

stage.  I guess it will be a matter 

of choice. 

My best wishes to all                                            

Marion VIEW Club members. 

 

 

 

 

ANOTHER COVID-19 CASUALTY                    

While we South Aussies are staying safely at home 

and not venturing over to Sydney, we are very sorry 

to hear National VIEW’s much anticipated 

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS              

have had to be cancelled. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM OUR ALMONER LORRAINE             

A get well card went to Helen Thompson,  

a sympathy card to Janice Paget on the death of 

her husband and  thinking of you cards went to 

PP Eila Harding on her broken wrist and to Vicki-

Lee Hardie who has been having oral surgery  

and treatment on her face.  

Best wishes to all and keep well. xxx 

 

 

 
Chris Woodward says  
Helen Thompson will be at Alwyndor Nursing Home for 
the next 9 weeks.                                                                       
She is making progress after her fall but would love to 
hear from friends. 
 There are restrictions on visiting so a call before 
setting out is probably wise. 
 She does have a direct landline which is 81773263. 
 I visited her on Tuesday and she is very happy to be 
there. 
 She thanks those friends who have sent good wishes. 

  

 

           

 

August 2020  
Dear VIEW Members, 
On behalf of the committee we hope that you are 
continuing to keep safe and warm but, more 
importantly, practising social distancing.                             
As you are aware, our luncheons have been cancelled 
up until ???.                                                  

To help support our LFL students we are asking our 
members for donations. 

All donations will be greatly appreciated 
This is not compulsory. 

    We would prefer Donations                                          
to be paid into our bank account: 

WESTPAC – BSB Number: 035 045    A/C: 167154 
Account Name: Marionviewclub 

Description: LFLdonation                                                      

If you prefer, you could donate at our next luncheon 
(we are not sure when that will be).                                    

Could you please put your name on the front of an 
envelope with “Donation for LFL Student”.                                                                    

 
We are very grateful for your continued                         
support and look forward to seeing you                                         
all in the not too distant future. 
Kind Regards, 
The Marion VIEW Club Committee 
PRESIDENT 

 

Monday 3
rd

 August 2020 

Dear Sylvia,                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The Committee has accepted your 

resignation.                                                                   

On behalf of the Marion VIEW Club 

members, we would like to sincerely thank 

you for the enthusiasm, effort and 

commitment you’ve put into being the 

Club’s President, and especially your 

support of our Learning for Life students, 

over the past two years. 

We wish you all the very best for the future. 

The Marion VIEW Club Committee                                               

on behalf of the Marion VIEW Club 

 

THANK YOU SYLVIA                             

The Committee sent this message                             

to Sylvia on behalf of the                                               

Marion VIEW Club 

 

 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU FROM JANICE 

I would like to extend my thanks to our 

members for the beautiful card I 

received from VIEW on the loss of my 

husband David, and also my thanks for 

all the cards, phone calls and messages 

of condolence that I have received.                                                                                                

It has been a great comfort at this very 

sad time.  

 

 

Sad news from Raelene Rhodes 

We are sorry to hear that Raelene’s husband, 

Neil, died Monday, August 10th .                                             

His Funeral service will be held at Partridge 

House, Glenelg, next Wednesday, August 

19th  at 2pm by invitation only.                                  

Please contact Raelene by TUESDAY if you 
wish to attend. email: d2206@bigpond.com 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More words of wisdom from Michele Obama                                                                                          

We should always have three friends in our lives. One who walk ahead who we                                   

look up to and follow; one who walks beside us and is with us every step of the                                                         

journey; and then, one we reach back for and bring along after we’ve                          

cleared the way. 

 

 

 

Thanks from our Learning for Life 

student FATIMA. She is 10 and in Year 5.  

Just loved it!!                                                                 

 

 

 

Just loved it!! 

 

Friends of our long-time member Marlene Segedin,                                     
will be interested to hear she has been to her first                             
VIEW meeting in Canberra at the Tuggerenong Club.                                
She said 20 of their 40 members were present and                                   
she was made to feel very welcome.                                                            
After the meeting they stood up and enjoyed 20 minutes of 
standing exercises, which she did sitting down.                                            
They have a very active craft group and a Mahjong group who meet  
at weekends. She’s going to a craft day at the club’s Secretary’s 
home to perhaps make Christmas things. 
 

News from Canberra 

Thanks for this news from Lorraine and Jenny 

 

 

 

THE          

KNIT                

N 

KNATTER 

GROUP 

This is a photo of the first book club and Knit n Knatter group which 
Erica Korotcoff (former member) started about 12-18th months after 
our Club was inaugurated. She continues to host it each month. Our 
first ‘get together’ since COVID started was held on last Wednesday. 
Erica organised for a member of the Jane Goodall Foundation to 
come and do a presentation of what can be knitted or sewn for the 
animals. The young girl presented it as part of her studies. 
In the back row from L to R –  Darilyn, Eila, Erica, Heather, Yvonne, 
Gloria. Seated  - Jenny, Sue and Shirley (former member).                  
Thanks Jenny 
 

A DATE TO STILL KEEP IN YOUR DIARY   GALA LUNCH Thursday 19th November, at Morphettville Racecourse. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY SPARE CONCESSION STAMPS?                            
We are posting important messages from 

the Club and VIEW/TSF to ladies who are 

not on email.  I was talking to one lady the 

other day and she said she and her 

husband rarely used their concession 

stamps and they were just sitting there.                                                      

If you are in the same boat, maybe would 

you be happy to donate                                            

them to the Club so postage                        

money can go towards our                                                                                                     

LfL students.   If so, could you let Liz know.                                                                   

 

 

NATIONAL VIEW’S 60th ANNIVERSARY DIAMOND JUBILEE 

online RAFFLE                                                                                         

The prize is a stunning Diamond Pendant valued at 

$9,950 and you can easily enter this raffle from the 

comfort of your home.                                                         

You can purchase your ticket by going to 

view@thesmithfamily.com.au  

Whoever said,”Out of sight, 

out of mind” never had a 

spider disappear                             

in their bedroom                        

or under the                                 

car bonnet. 

The Advertiser August 12 2020 

 

mailto:view@thesmithfamily.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID FRIENDS ARE SPECIAL                  
From Chris Woodward.                                                      
I have had a nasty cough and cold which meant that 

I was unable to attend our Discussion Group.         

On hearing that I was unwell the lovely Margaret 

Crabb took the time to call in the next morning with 

a bagful of oranges, lemons and mandarins from 

her garden.                                                           
Margaret was here again yesterday with more 

supplies. All that Vitamin C certainly did the trick!                                                                                             
Thank you, Margaret. 

 

  

Picked my 12-year-old grandson up after school to 
take him home.  (A regular fixture where I catch up on 
the family gossip and find out what’s happened at 
school!!!) The next day he went down with a beaut 
cold and two days later, so did Malcolm and I.                     
As a result we ended up in Victoria Park having the 

COVID Test. It was an extremely efficient process. 
No referral needed, 4 rows of cars, 3 steps – get in 
the queue, receive an information sheet and close 
the car windows (as it was very cold they were 
already shut) – an information stop to give 
personal details – THE TEST!  Each step barred 
with lighted barriers which were opened when 
your turn came. Test swabbing was not the most 
pleasant thing (especially the nose) but was over 
and done with quickly. You stayed in your car the 
whole time.  There were hundreds of people 
waiting for testing and it only took about an hour 
and a half. I thought we'd be there until nightfall! 
Had to register by scanning a code which then 
went to SA Pathology along with phone and email 
details. Our results arrived by phone message 3 
days later. NEGATIVE!!          Liz 
 

 

 

COVID-19 doesn’t travel –                                   
but people do!! 

 I have been busy as I have our son, Paul                                      

isolating with us. He has a car wash in                                            

Broken Hill and when the border stayed                                       

closed he had no àlternative but to isolate.                                         

His home in Adelaide has no spare room                                                  

or bathroom to use so he’s staying with us.  His test was 

negative and now he has to have another test on the twelfth 

day. There has been more cooking to do and cleaning and 

visits from police to check on him being here.                                 

Broken Hill only had two cases months ago.                                  

He cleaned both our cars yesterday. That was good.               

From Judy Fogarty  

 

 

 

What’s a KOKEDAMAS? 

One very cold Saturday this month in my back garden 

neighbours and friends came to make Kokedamas.                     

One of us knew how to make them so, with a lot of mud, 

spagnum moss and string we set to work. 

We all needed help but amongst all the hilarity we  

managed to make three each. We didn't notice the cold - 

too busy laughing and trying to get these little balls of dirt 

to stay together. 

We were all proud of our efforts and everyone went home 

happy. 

I have the instructions if anyone wants a challenge. 

Maggie Dobson 
 

 

 

Originating in Japan, it’s a ball of soil, covered with moss on which ornamental plants grow.  

Thanks Bev 



MY LOST GRANDFATHER          From Sandy KIng 

My journey began in my early teens. Grandma Koska, alone and in poor health came to live at my parents’ 

house. Asking the where-abouts of my grandfather, I was told he had vanished years ago, abandoning my 

grandmother and his three daughters, leaving them in Coober Pedy from where they travelled to Adelaide. 

Many years later my son Emerson, holidaying in the far north, discovered a photo of Bob Koska in the Coober 

Pedy Information Centre. This began my quest. Over a two-year period, with much help from Daryl, my 

husband, we searched online, contacted country newspaper archives, the Dept. of Mines, historical societies 

and overseas opal dealers. The story uncovered, was very different from what I had been told. 

Bob Koska was a revered and respected opal miner, having streets, hills and diggings, both in Coober Pedy and 

Andamooka named in his honour.  

Born in Germany in 1881 he migrated to Australia as a young man and married my grandmother Ella, in 1910. 

They had three daughters. The family moved several times, finally settling in Coober Pedy where he established 

himself as a miner and a valued member of the community. He passed on his mining and appraisal skills to 

others, sat on various committees, assisted in ensuring safe drinking water for the town and led an armed 

revolt against a trouble maker. In 1956 adventurers, Murray and Pat Matthews, featured Bob in a documentary 

they were making on their trek from Adelaide to Darwin, where Bob, standing in front of his dug out, showed 

off his opal. 

For the following two tears prior to his death in 1958, there is little information, however enquiries led to the 

Port Augusta Hospital where he passed away and is now at rest in the town’s Catholic cemetery. 

Contrary to the story of desertion I was led to believe, the opposite has been found. I can only assume my 

grandmother with her three young daughters’, one being my mother, fled                                                                                                  

the harsh and unwelcoming environment to escape the hardship and secure                                                                                           

a good education and life style. 

I wish I had known my grandfather.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 
 
 

 

 

Acting President Mandy Perry mandyperry173@gmail.com  0409 459 654 
Secretary Liz Thanissorn mthanissorn@hotmail.com 0419 847 388 
Treasurer Elizabeth Gates saltplumbing@optusnet.com.au 0409 839 783 
Program Officer Marie Schwerdt marie.jay2009@hotmail.com 0402 440 394 
Delegate Mandy Perry mandyperry173@gmail.com 0409 459 654 

 

CLUB CONTACTS 

 

 

 

 
Bob Koska outside the entrance to his dugout 

Gladys (Sandy’s Mum) and her sister Margaret. 
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