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Southern Peninsula  
VIEW Club 
Newsletter October 2020  (No. 019) 

 
 
 

Postal Address:  
The Secretary, 

Southern Peninsula VIEW Club, 
54 Valley Drive Rye. 3941 

       Tel: 0407 850 385 
PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE YOU PRINT 
 

VIEW PLEDGE: 
I pledge to promote the interests of VIEW, to extend friendship to all 

and to help those in need.  
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
"A true community is not just about being geographically close to someone or part of the same social 
web network.  It's about feeling connected and responsible for what happens.  Humanity is our 
ultimate community, and everyone plays a crucial role." 
           - Author unknown 
 
Dear Southern Peninsula VIEW Club members, family and friends, 
 
As we slowly begin easing restrictions, it gives me hope that we will 
be able to have a Christmas get together albeit a totally different 
affair to last year's festivities.  Whilst we can't roll out a definite plan 
at this stage rest assured that we will be ready to hit the floor running 
when the time comes.  As always, we will keep you in the loop 
regarding the Southern Peninsula VIEW Club. 
 
I recently applied to the Bendigo Bank for a grant to help with the costs of the stationary items to put in 
the library bags and look forward to a positive response. 
 
Once again, if any ladies out there would like to share what they are doing to pass the time, please feel 
free to email me: 
nataliederri1974@gmail.com 
 
A big thank you to those members who have been continuing their $5 monthly contribution, your support 
during these difficult times is greatly appreciated.  For those members who want to make a voluntary 
contribution i.e. the $5 monthly contribution we usually pay at meetings, it can be paid into our account. 
Please note this is a voluntary contribution and not a request or requirement. 
 
Stay safe, I look forward to seeing all your smiling faces on the other side of this. 
 
 

Natalie 

mailto:nataliederri1974@gmail.com
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MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

Meeting dates for 2020:   
 

Unfortunately, with Victoria under major restrictions, we will not be meeting for some months to come, 
if at all in 2020.  At this stage the Rosebud Country Club is, of course, unable to confirm dates to 
recommence meetings but we will let you know via email or newsletter when we can have our first 
general meeting. 

Guidelines for VIEW Clubs operating post COVID-19 will be made available for all clubs, preparing us all 
for the “new normal” of practising good hygiene and social distancing.  
 

In normal times, our usual VIEW Club 
Meetings are held on the second Thursday 
of every month. 10.00am for 10.30am at 
the Rosebud Country Club, Boneo Road, 
Rosebud.  Meeting entry fee is $5 which 
includes a contribution to The Smith Family 
and 3 raffle tickets for door prizes, with tea 
or coffee available in the room for a gold coin donation, please use the pink piggy bank on the table.   
 

Of course, everyone is invited to stay for lunch in the Bistro if you choose.  There is a regular lunch menu 
from $20/$28 or a reasonable Seniors’ menu from $18/$20. Please feel free to bring your friends to enjoy 
a tea or coffee, guest speaker and meet up with other members.  Please wear your VIEW badge to all 
club meetings and functions. 
 

Your Diary 

Thursday 3rd December– Christmas Celebration Lunch.  
 

As time goes by it is becoming clearer that we will not be able to enjoy 
our Christmas celebration in 2020 just as we planned.  With proposed 
restrictions from 23rd November permitting only 20 diners at seated 
service and 50 people at an outdoor gathering (not indoors) it is not 
looking positive, however, we may yet be able to have a BYO Christmas 
picnic in a park……..we will keep you posted.   

 
CLUB NEWS & ACTIVITIES 

Bank Details for Payment for Membership, Events and Activities 
 

Be sure to add your Name and Event in the Reference section of the payment advice.  
 

Bank:                    Bendigo Bank 
Account name:   Sthn Penin VIEW Club 
Account No:        BSB 633 000.  Account Number:  166 916 833 

 

Small Change 
 
While we are all housebound for some months to come, it could be an opportune time to 
clean out those kitchen or bedroom drawers and collect the loose change for our little jar.  
When we come together again, we would imagine a nice collection to add towards our 
funds for The Smith Family. 
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Happy October Birthday to:  

 
 Elaine Wallbridge  
 Janet May 
 Sue Toleman 
 Sue Green 
 Claire Adams 
 Helen Charge 
 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report as at 30 September 2020 
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VIEW CLUB - 60TH ANNIVERSARY DIAMOND JUBILEE ONLINE RAFFLE 
 
Don’t miss out on this wonderful opportunity:  To buy your tickets, click on this link:   
https://events.thesmithfamily.com.au/raffle/viewdiamondjubilee 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WHY NOT GET INVOLVED IN THESE ACTIVITIES 

REACH OUT – REGULAR MEMBER IN PROFILE 
 

We have enjoyed reading the profiles for Bree Dixon, Helen 
Charge, Janet Coles and Sandra Hogan over the past few weeks 
and look forward to reading many more from many of our 
lovely members. 
 

Please see the following to give you some inspiration to start 
and if you would like assistance please contact Mandy Kiklis on 
0405 942 599.  When complete please email your profile to 
mandykiklis55@gmail.com or Sue Ackland at 
sueric79@bigpond.net.au.  
 
Focus: 

• Promote greater connectedness between members, that we share many common thoughts 

and interests and the idea “that we are only a phone call away” [inclusion of contact details 

OPTIONAL]. 

• On a weekly basis we profile a club member, [volunteers of course]. 

• This profile document would be sent to all members via email and would be in addition to 

our great MONTHLY NEWSLETTER compiled by Jill. 

https://events.thesmithfamily.com.au/raffle/viewdiamondjubilee
mailto:mandykiklis55@gmail.com
mailto:sueric79@bigpond.net.au
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• In a continuing effort to reach out to members, we thought it a good idea to profile members 

of the committee.   

• We would also like to extend the invitation to all members to “put pen to paper”, and write 

a brief “Personal Profile” following the guidelines provided: 

The profile would focus on some key elements such as: 
A- Brief personal overview-interests/history/contact details [optional] 
B- I joined VIEW because…. 
C- The things I enjoy as a member 
D- What I would like to see happen as the CLUB moves forward. 
E- Tips in getting through this ISOLATION period eg joining our Facebook group 
 

To help it be more personal: 

• Include a photo/s of the member plus any VIEW EVENTS photo/s submitted by the member.  

• Secretary Sue would be the receiver of the ‘PROFILE” then she would email it, on a weekly 

basis to all members 

Please note: 
1. We are aware that some committee and general members are unable/do not have the time to 

participate due to personal circumstances, but the option is there if you wish to take it up. 

2. This is yet another way of getting to know each other and extending our hand of friendship in this 

most difficult of times. 

3. If you are a general member and would like to volunteer to write your profile, please let either Sue 

Ackland or Mandy Kiklis know. 

4. This will provide a 3rd communication link between members- newsletters/phone calls/weekly 
profiles. 

VIEW BOOK CLUB 
 

Hello Ladies, as you know our Book Club has been going for over twelve 
months now and even with lockdown we have managed to mostly keep up 
with getting new books to read, although our discussion is somewhat 
inhibited.  Fortunately, some of our members have written and shared 
interesting reviews via email. 
 

Our Book Club is limited in numbers because of the size of the sets the Library Book Club Sets.  We have 
more members wanting to join so are planning to create a second Book Club.  Please, if you enjoy a read 
and a good chat, consider joining our New Book Club.  The cost is normally $15 per year for the Library 
sets and $3 per monthly meeting for the room hire.  Anyone interested please contact Mandy on 0405 
942 509 or Faye on 0411 865 836. 

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY...?   
 
We know there are many avid readers within our Club and were hoping that 
members would share some information about what you have been reading 
during lockdown. This brief report would be included in our newsletter and 
should include: 
 
1.      Title/Author-photo of Cover 
2.      Brief summary of plot and Setting 
3.      Why you enjoyed it/impact it made 
4.      Willingness to share/lend the book to a member - if YES add your name/phone number 
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Your report should be sent to either Mandy Kiklis  mandykiklis55@gmail.com  
OR Faye Burnham  feefaye@bigpond.com.   

We hope to hear from you and read your contribution. 

CURRENT BOOK REVIEWS 
 

Pat Austin talks about “Unpolished Gem” by Alice Pung, View Book Club’s latest book..... 
 

I really enjoyed Unpolished Gem.  It was a great insight (for me anyway) into the great divide between 
different cultures and how the various generations cope with this change.  The hierarchy system with the 
family unit with Grandmother being the head of the house and the husband’s first loyalty being to his 
mother and not his wife, who feels she is being treated as a slave (rightly or wrongly).  I felt really sorry 
for Alice being played off against her grandmother and mother, and I can see how coping with this 
pressure, as well as the pressure to achieve and merge the two cultures would have had such an effect 
on her well-being.  With education, Alice lost the fluency of her native tongue which widened the gap 
between mother and daughter.  The mother lamented this lack of communication but didn’t put much 
effort into solving the problem.  I contrast this, in part, to my own mother who hated football with a 
vengeance, but made it her mission to read all the relevant articles in the paper in order to have a  line of 
communication with her youngest grandson who was, and still is, football mad.   
  
I loved her descriptions of life when the family first arrived from 
Cambodia, from the Footscray markets to the ‘ticking poles’ 
traffic lights to the Mao-Ze-Dong (red man) on the traffic light 
sequence.  Life at the hostel and then their progression up the 
‘ladder of success’ from a housing commission home to a big 
house in Avondale Heights.  Changing their way of living so as 
not to look like the peasants they were previously. 
 
 

Wendy Easton’s Review of “Unpolished Gem” by Alice Pung 
 
From the first chapter of Unpolished Gem, I was hooked. Actually it was from the first paragraph, ”It is 
early morning and their grins are so wide that it seems they went to bed with clothes hangers shoved in 
their mouths….”  Of course, I imagined the scene immediately and a big clothes hanger grin spread 
across my face. I fell in love with this family and their bewilderment of things we take for granted. (the 
crossing lights, the pension you get for nothing when you reach 65, etc.) This family did not complain 
but were very grateful for what Australia had to offer. So different from the daily news, reporting of the 
complaints not the good fortunes of living in this country. (not talking about refugees held in camps) 
 
I was reminded of this book just recently when a friend of my eldest son, a lovely young family man of 
Lebanese descent declared that COVID 19 was a conspiracy by the government, My reply was ”how 
fortunate we are in Australia that the government actually cares about the health and survival of 
residents within the country. Our friend was dumbfounded. There are times we can be fortunate when 
we are placed in restrictions. 
 
This book highlights the enormous struggles that immigrants have dealing with the attitudes of a multi-
racial society where there is a conglomerate of traditions from all over the world. Does one follow the 
traditions of the old world or assimilate with the new country? The young Alice manages the balance of 
the two amazingly well. I admire her tenacity. 
 

 

mailto:mandykiklis55@gmail.com
mailto:feefaye@bigpond.com
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Wendy’s recommendation - Books to read. 
 
A friend lent me a number of books to read during lock down and there were two in particular that I didn’t 
want to end.  
 
"The Dictionary of Lost Words" by Pip Williams follows Esme growing up in a scriptorium 

in Oxford with her father. He along with other lexicographers are collaborating words for 
the first Oxford English Dictionary.  Esme collects many words that are not included in the 
dictionary but slang words that are used every day by people in the markets and on the 
streets in Oxford.  Words that are used in association with the Women’s Movement and 
other areas of her life.  This book is so beautifully written you want it to continue, it 
transports us through to the time of the Great War and the personal impact on the people 
of England. 

 
The second book is not a book I suggest you read if you are feeling COVID 19 depressed. 
“The Water Thief” by Claire Hajaj is a refreshingly different story set in a remote, desert 
village in Africa. It is a powerful story of injustice, corruption, love, and hope. At the end I 
felt a sense of futility and anger towards people in power abusing their position.  I am not 
saying anymore because it will ruin your reading experience. 
 

From member Jean Carr...... “here are two books I have read in lockdown which I would 
thoroughly recommend”. 
 

The first is “Bruny” a novel by Australian author Heather Rose.  It is a gripping thriller with a 
jaw-dropping twist. 
 
It is set in Tasmania, where a massive bridge is being built to connect Bruny Island with the 
mainland. When it is blown up, a UN trouble-shooter returns to Australia to investigate for her 
brother, who is the Tasmanian Premier. The enquiry reveals a surprising result. 
 

While it is a work of imagination, there are many parallels with the present situation in Australia. The book 
is thought provoking and raises important questions about what sort of society we want. It is extremely 
well written and easy to read. A page turner that you can’t put down. 
 
The second novel is the "The Girl from Berlin" by Ronald Balson. This is a story within a 
story.  It beautifully tells of the upheaval of politics in the 1930s and 1940s in Germany and 
Italy.  The story begins in the current day when a lawyer and her private investigator husband 
are asked by a friend to travel to Italy to act in a property dispute.  The book chapters 
alternate between the two eras.  It is one of the best reads for me this year. 

 

COOKING CLASSICS 
 

 

We know everyone is cooking up a storm…. 
but where are your contributions for our Recipe Book? 

 
Our book is looking good as we have already received some recipes 

for inclusion, but we need many more. 
 

 

Mandy and Faye will be publishing a “Southern Peninsula VIEW Club Recipe Book”, written by members 
for members.  Our aim is to collect the recipes now and produce the finished product available for 2021. 
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We do have some delicious sounding Recipes from some members.  Please keep them coming as we want 
enough to make our own Southern Peninsula View Club Recipe Book.   
It can be for any favourite of yours, we can even do a drinks section.  We would 
love it if you can take a snap with your phone and send it to us as well. It could 
just be of the ingredients or the finished deliciousness.  
 
We are sure that everyone has a favourite recipe.  Perhaps an old family recipe 
that has stood the test of time and family over generations or something new 
that you have tried and loved.  It can be a SOUP, ENTREE, MAIN COURSE, SWEET, 
CAKE, or any kind of delicious TREAT even your “very favourite toasted 
sandwich”.  We don’t mind if it’s yours, your husband’s speciality or someone 
else’s, just as long as it’s a good one.  Keep up the good work and send those 
favourite recipes, say if it’s an old family one or where you found it too.   
We look forward to reading them. 
 

Put your thinking caps on and simply:  
 

1.  Email the recipe with photo [optional] 
2.  Text a copy with photo - even of you preparing it 
3.  Write it out the old-fashioned way and post it off to   
      Faye or Mandy C/- Sue Ackland. 
 
Send them to feefaye@bigpond.com  or  mandykiklis55@gmail.com or the  
VIEW postal address C/- Secretary Sue Ackland, 54 Valley Drive, Rye 3941 Vic  

 

PHOTO COMPETITION - Matching your pets to their owner 
 
The Photos of Ladies and their Pets Match up Competition is cancelled due to 
lack of interest.  However, we all need a little lift at this time, so, if you take any 
cute pics of your loved pet, we would love to share them in our Newsletter.  We 
will call this “Make your Pet a View Star” and we will begin publishing them 
next month.  So please send us those photos.  Our apologies to those who did 
participate in our Matchy competition. 
 
This is Jill Aubrey’s 4-legged grandson, English Staffy, Kobe, 5 months old   

CRAFTY CAPERS 
 
HOW MANY SQUARES ARE OUT THERE?  LAST CALL! 
 

Thank you to all those members who continue to knit squares, complete crazy patchwork and contribute 
to our library bag collection. 
 
The date for collection of all squares is October 30th …... any members who have 
completed squares need to contact Mandy to arrange a pickup time.  Mandy is 
happy to collect them and hopefully the 5km zone will have been lifted by then.   
Ring or text Mandy on 0405 942 599.  

 

Congratulations to Lorraine Cogger…….one of our newer members for 
knitting in excess of 41 squares and still knitting.  Thank you, you are a 
champion.   

 

We now need to decide on how many rugs/throw overs/quilts can be put together.  

mailto:feefaye@bigpond.com
mailto:mandykiklis55@gmail.com
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2021 LIBRARY BAGS 
 

Once again, a big thank-you to all the sewing ladies who have been busy during 
lockdown putting together library bags for The Smith Family.  I can’t wait until we can 
all move further than 5 kms and we can organise drop off/ collection of all your 
wonderful contributions.  I have more materials ready to cut out if anyone requires 
more, and once I am able to get to my sister's house, I will have more of her wonderful 
donation of bright material.   
  
I am confident that we will have enough bags by the end of January to fulfill the request 
from the Frankston Hub, and hopefully we will be able to donate to a local school as 
well.  As soon as I get all the finished bags, I will update everyone on the numbers.   

If you have any queries, please ring or email me.  0419400449 or suespurnell@gmail.com.  Thanks, Sue. 

 

FACE MASKS 
 

It looks like masks will be with us for some time to come. 
Two of our lovely members have been busy making reusable face masks and 
have plenty available for immediate purchase.  
 
Libby Macheski is offering these masks to our members for a donation of $5.00 
to our Club.  They are 3 layers, with wire above nose so you can fit snugly and 
elastic which can be tied off to fit comfortably around your ears.   

Please contact Libby on 0421 986 204 to arrange your 
order or organise collection if you live within 5kms of 
128 Charles Street, Dromana.  Libby can also mail them to you.  
 

Another member, Sue Green, is also making masks along the same style as 
Libby.  Sue is at 5 Georgia Way (off Brendell Street) in Capel Sound.  So, if you 
need some reusable fabric face masks and Sue is within your 5km radius, please 
contact her on 0421 822 055 to arrange your order.  She is also happy to 
contribute to our Learning for Life students at $5 per mask. 

 
Giggle Corner 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:suespurnell@gmail.com
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Snow in Ballarat at the beginning of Spring? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dromana-Safety Beach 
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Southern Peninsula VIEW Webpage 
Our own webpage can be accessed on the VIEW Club web site.  You can view the page on this link: 
http://view.org.au/find-a-club/vic/clubs/southern-peninsula-view-club  
 

Southern Peninsula VIEW Club Facebook 
 

The page is now Southern Peninsula VIEW Club Group…...which at present is a private group. 
If you don’t have Facebook, you can create an account by going to www.facebook.com and follow the 
prompts to create your own account. 
If you have a Facebook account you can join our Facebook page by following this link:  
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernPeninsulaVIEWClub/ 
 

To join the new Southern Peninsula VIEW Club Facebook group: 
  

Facebook Phone/Tablet App - Select the three-bar menu at the bottom right from your Facebook News 
Feed and click Groups. 
 

Facebook computer website - From your Facebook News Feed click Groups in the left menu. 
  

Then follow these steps for either App or website version. 
- In the search bar at the top, enter ‘Southern Peninsula VIEW Club’. 
- Select the group then click Join Group below the cover photo. 
- Your request will be accepted by one of the Admin very soon. 
 

National Minutes 
Please be advised that the National Minutes & Information from National Council can be downloaded or 
read from the VIEW website: http://www.view.org.au  

VIEW Matters Magazine 
The VIEW Matters magazine is produced twice-yearly, April and November and can be viewed or 
downloaded from the VIEW website: http://www.view.org.au/resources/publications/ . 

Change Of Contact Details 
 

If you have a change of address, telephone number or email address provider please 

forward the details to Sue Ackland.  sueric79@bigpond.net.au  or 0407 850 385. 
 

Committee Meetings have been postponed but may be held via tele/video conference until 
the lockdown restrictions are removed. 
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Newsletter.   
Newsletter Editor:  Jill Aubrey 

jillaubrey1006@gmail.com 
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2020 Committee Contact Numbers: 
 

President: Natalie Derri  0414 758 367   Asst.Treasurer:    Vacant 
Vice President: Lynette Thompson 0413 658 200   Program Officer:       Faye Burnham 0411 865 836 
Secretary: Sue Ackland  0407 850 385  Program Officer:       Mandy Kiklis 0405 942 599 
Asst. Sec: Sandra Hogan  0428 240 153  Publicity Officer:     Bree Dixon 0410 822 233 
Treasurer: Vacant      Publicity Officer:      Linda Corr 0423 782 592 
Delegate: Roslyn Morton  0409 972 589   Online Media          Karyn Keely 0409 187 484 
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